the second commonest cause of compensation. Two cases out of every nine compensated in the year were suffering from industrial dermatitis. Everincreasing introduction of new chemicals in industrial processes is constantly adding to the already extensive list of the offending materials, and at times dermatitis of unknown aetiology are being encountered. This has necessitated a constant vigilance on the part of the industrial hygienist leading to considerable research being done every year in the more industrialized countries for the prevention of this now wellrecognized hazard.
According to Schwartz et al. (1947) Plate XXV, figure 7 shows both hypertrophy and atrophy of the skin in a worker handling hot bodies dipped in caustic chemicals. The callus A on the thenar eminence and the thinned out skin B at the root of the ring-finger could have been avoided if the worker had protective gloves.
Plate XXV, figure 8 shows an ulcer A at the bed of the finger nail (Paronychia) of a worker, which gave rise to this whitlow. Constant knocking against the work bench with action of the alkalis hardened the skin of the worker and the lack of folds in the thickened skin can be seen on the finger creases over the knuckles at B.
Lime
Lime is used in a number of industrial operations. Tanning industry in India perhaps exposes the skin of maximum number of workers to lime. When used in aqueous solutions it serves as a constant source of mild irritation to the skin. Loss of elasticity, cracks and eczematoid lesions are commonly seen in workers handling it. The sweat of the workers serves to make a paste of the substance when used as powder and skin lesions occur In the interests of labour welfare, a suggestion is made that industrial dermatitis of whatever origin should be made compensable.
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